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A similar provision to that in the Berkeley charter in reference to a 
second election in case no one receives a majority in the first is to be 
found in this charter. There is also included a very strict provision 
in regard to corrupt practices. 

The initiative, referendum and recall provisions are almost identical 
with those of the Berkeley charter and seem to mark an advance in the 
way of direct legislation. These provisions, together with that creat- 
ing a civil service commission, no doubt account for the almost 
unanimous vote which the charter received. Municipal administration 
should be rendered more prompt and more effective under the new 
charter, for a concentration of power tends to expedite business. Con- 
centration of power also secures the location of responsibility, and this 
is regarded by students in general as one of the essential features of 
any efficient form of government. 

Horace E. Flack. 

Municipal Councils. Members of the city council are elected in Indi- 
anapolis on a general ticket according to a law enacted by the last legi- 
lature. Minority representation is also provided. The law applies to 
all cities having a population of one hundred thousand or more. The 
number of councilmen is fixed at nine. The city is divided into six 
councilmanic districts and each party is permitted to nominate not more 
than one candidate for each district. Each elector is entitled to vote 
for nine candidates at the general election. Thus, if there are candi- 
dates of only two political parties in the field there would be twelve 
candidates, nine of whom would be elected. 

The first nomination of candidates for the council under this plan 
took place August 5 in the direct primary and the results have been 
pronounced good. In the republican primary the six candidates selected 
were all endorsed by the civic and anti-saloon leagues and two of the 
six democratic candidates were so endorsed. The multiplicity of can- 
didates in the democratic party by dividing the strength of the better 
elements caused the defeat of some worthy candidates. 

John A. Lapp. 

Municipal Government — Proposed Charter — Brockton, Mass. The 
report of the committee appointed by the Economic Club of Brockton, 
Mass., "to consider the principles and methods of economical govern- 
ment for a city of 50,000 inhabitants, " which has appeared, contains a 
draft of a proposed charter apparently as an attempt to engraft modern 



